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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE

GEORGE, BARON KENYON,

§T. §-C. §C.

My LoRBy

Tlie most humble pioneer in the

service of that church militanty of which you

have manfullif stepped forward the distinguished

champion, as you have long been a brilliant or-

nament, to your Lordship, I presume, without

permission, to inscribe thefollowing brief Appeal,

as my weak testimony of the goodfight which

you have fought *

No individual, however lowly his rank in life,

ought to feel doubt in putting on the armour of

light, and joining those ranks which his Saviour

leads ! Did not Jesus CLrist select his Apostles

f'om the poor and ignorant who were of no ac-

count amongst men ? IFhy, then, should I he-

* Observations on the Roman Catholic Question. Bj

Lord Kenyon. 4th Edition, Price 4s.
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sitate to enlist under the banners of the Protes-

tant Churchy twu) that it is so furiously assailed

hy its most formidable and determined enemy ?

As Felix trembled at the earnest and incontro-

vertible truths of the Apostle Paul, so may those

who have erred, or have been seduced from the

right way, and especially those high personages,

whom I have addressed at the close of this Ap-

peal, tremble for the vital welfare of their

greatly favoured, native, land, and turn, 'ere

it is too late, to their souls' salvation,

I have the honor to be, 8^c.

s. a
Editor of Bishop Porteus's Reasons against

Emancipating the Roman Catholics. Dr.

Robertson's Grounds of Protestantism.

An Awful TVar?iing, or the Massacre of

St. Bartholomew, Sfc. <^c,

Hampstead, October IJ, 1812.



AN APPEAL,

±0 suppose, for an instant, that an apo-

logy was necessary for this Appeal to the

honor and conscience of my Protestant

brethren, would be an insult to their un-

derstanding and an insult to their Faith :

the subject is too closely connected with

their individual, as well as general interest.

We are assailed, in the very citadel of

our Church and State, with the clamours

of, principally, the Irish Roman Catholics,

for an equal share of political power, and

for more extensive rights than even our own
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Establishment enjoys.* I say more exten-

sive rights, for they require, in addition to

a full participation in all our immunities,

religious and civil, that the Monarch, in

his own realms, shall not, so far from ap-

pointing their Bishops, as is the case in the

Established Church, have the negative pow-

er of rejecting an improper person, should

any such be appointed, by the Pope, to a

Romish See. Not only have they the

fullest toleration, but encouragement ;

—

publicly, by a Parliamentary grant for the

support of the Popish College of Maynooth

•^—privately, by the pecuniary assistance of

many Protestants for the erection of Roman

Catholic Chapels, Schools, and other en-

dowments. On former occasions too they

petitioned for this participation as a favor;

—but we are now told that they will not even

accept what they wish, but as their right,

•* See that able and praise-worthy publication, " Th«

Protestant Advocate," No. 1. page 54.—Price Is.
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and they make their demand accordingly.

They have also not been backward ia

menacing us with the number of Roman

Catholics which compose our Army and

Navy,—and pointing at the acts of bravery

by which we are to be overawed into more

than unconditional submission to their mo-

derate expectations. To admit that they

are as brave as they are stated to be, is

only to admit that they are Britons, aye

and I doubt not True Britons too, if they

are not misled by designing men, who

5VOuld make tools of them for purposes

which I will not now enquire into. But

,we must look at both sides of the curtain

;

:
—is not the British Protestant at least

^equally brave as the British Catholic ? and

does not a Protestant lead and direct the

Catholic to victory? I know the answer

ji;vill be that the Catholic wishes to lead tlie

Protestant ^-^but the Protestant, having ob-
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tained the lead, surely cannot be expected

to resign it, merely because he is required

to do so in a threatening tone ! He might

perhaps concede something to solicitation ;

but this must be allowed to depend upon

himself. It is very unpleasant to suppose,

though merely for the sake of argument,

the possibility of any body of men becoming

traitors ; but, in the event of such rebel-

lions as have occurred within our own

recollection, perhaps if our troops and

ships were filled with Roman Catholics,

who were under officers of the same per-

suasion, cases might happen, wherein, so

far from having to extol the bravery of

our Catholic fellow-subjects, we should

have to deplore our own ignorance and

credulity in relinquishing those bulwarks

under which w^e have so long enjoyed

prosperity, quiet and comparative hap-

piness.
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Notwithstanding the assertions of Mr.

Canning and his supporters, * the records

of history prove, what common sense could

never deny, that rivals cannot wield the

sword of power long together, without

striving to obtain pre-eminence. It is a

natural effect, which I do not mean to

impute as censurable in the Roman Catho-

lics, more than in ourselves. But I state

it as a clear, undeniable fact, and which

ihust infallibly continue so ; at the same time

it is more immediately applicable to the

tenets of the Church of Rome, Avhich

renders such eftbrts an imperious duty on

the part of a Catholic, who is guilty of a

crime if he neglect to perform it.—How
tlien are the Protestants and Catholics

to conduct the aflliirs of state together ?

their mutual jealousy and rivalry would

aflbrd opportunity to such a power as

France to step in and turn the balance

* See letter annexed to Bishop Porteus's Reasons.

B
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in favor of one party on terms little short

of capitulation, or the total surrender of

our liberties.—The power at this moment,

is in the hands of the Protestant, who,

I trust, will use it with his accustomed

mildness and moderation : I trust likewise

that he will use it, to repel all attempts to

overthrow it, of whatever description they

may be, and these are manifold.

Personal animosity between the Pro-

testant and Catholic should be wholly laid

aside, and while we reject most peremp-

torily and unequivocally, every claim for a

share in political power, let us look to the

principles and not to the person.

** What was the mode, " asks the

Bishop of Lincoln, in his Visitation Charge,

1812, page 19, " which King James

adopted to subvert the Religion and Con-

stitution of his country ? Was it not by

endeavouring to remove all religious tests

respecting the admission of Persons into
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1

offices of power and confidence ? And is

not that the very object at which Papists

are aiming at this present day ?'*

It is a singular circumstance and well

worthy of remark, that the two declara-

tions of King James the Second, contain

the very arguments for the repeal of the

Test Laws, now urged by the Papists and

their friends. If we admit the Papists

to what they demand, our Constitution

must undergo a radical change in Church

and State. It must be revolutionized

—

and we have, in our o^vn time, seen that

,SL revolution once begun, can neither be

stopped nor controuled.

We must not suffer ourselves to be

blinded with the change which is pretended

to have taken place in modern Romanists

—

" The declaration and protestation" of

1789 and 1791, most unequivocally con-

tradict the assertion ; as well as the more

recent publications of the Popish Bishops,

b2
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Clergy and Laity. Popish Legislators will

enact Popish Laws— Popish Counsellors

will give Popish Advice— and a Popish

King would replunge the empire into the

horrors of Popish persecutions, from

wliich we have emerged for more than a

century.

I still :» :pert, that " Papists keep no

faith with Protestants "—Mr. Canning^s

denunciation of this assertion, at the end of

" An Awful Warning,'' will not make me

retract it. The fact is so. Nay, I am convin-

ced that many Catholics, when they pledge

their faith to Protestants, or to Infidels,

perfectly resolve to adhere to such pledge :

hut even the stoutest and mosi honorable

among them especially if they are ^^lat

are denominated good Catholics, dare

NOT resist the fulmination of their spiritual

guides. It is impossible to Jiave a stronger

proof of this, than we find in ** the

Declaration and Protestation of the Roman



THE CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 13

Catholics of England : with the names of

the Bishops, above 200 Clergv, and al-

most every respectable Catholic in England,

who signed it and the proceedings and cor-

respondence of their Coiiiniittces and Bish-

ops."—I have ever maintained that the

Protestant Chnrch required no better argu-

ments to support it, as opposed to the

Church of Rome, than what the case of

its adversaries will furnish, and never was

this more decidedly exemplified, thau in the

above named document, which I trust will

now be widely diffused. Although it appears

that *' the Declaration and Protestation

"

was the result of years of deliberation, eveVy

w^ord and sentence having been scrutinized

in the most wary manner, and even the ad-

vice of the most eminent Romish Universi-

ties abroad, solicited and obtained :—that

the objections of certain of their Apostolical

Vicars were discussed, over-rujed and final-

ly rejected in the most decided, forcible
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and argumentative language—yet, notwlth-

. standing their firm conviction of the pro-

priety of their resolution, and I honestly

think that they intended to adhere to what

they signed, they could not, solemn and vo-

luntary as the act had been, adhere to it

against the order of the Bishops ; in com-

pliance with whose mandate, the greater

part withdrew their names. * This docu-

ment is now republished by Stockdale. It

shews how completely even the most con-

scientious acts of the Roman Catholics are

subject to the caprice or self interest of the

heads of the Church. Would not the same

* " Here the fact transpires, that -an appeal was made by

the Rotoan Catholic Clergy of England, to the Pope (in

despite of the Statutes of Praemunire), and that his Holiness

did interfere in a temporal concern in this kingdom, by sanc-

tioning the opposition, which his suflfragans, the vicars apos-

tolic, made to an oath, which the English Lay Catholics had

framed, as a test of the political principles of a body of his

Majesty's subjects !"—See " Catholic Emancipation, and the

only means by which it can be effected, pointed out." Price

3s.—It is unanswered, because unanswerable.
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power which could, in the face of Parlia-

ment, of their country, of the world,

compel men of rank and education, to re-

cant pledges (the circumstances attending

which considered) were of almost unpar-

rallelled solemnity and deliberation, there-

by reducing them to the abject state of mere

automatons, in like manner enforce submis-

sion to any other decree, however vile and

hostile to the Church and State as by Law

established ? Away then with this idle

tinsel of liberality, which is prostituted

to cover treason to the Constitution, if to

subvert the Constitution be treasonable.

We are told that the Protestants have no

objection to accede to the demands of the

Roman Catholics. Such an assertion ought

to excite one general contradiction from

every class of Protestants, whether belong-

ing to or dissenting from the Established

Church. It ought to be contradicted from

the pulpit of every Protestant Church,

Chapel and Meeting House in the United
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Kingffom. The Clergyman who silently

submits to such an assertion, is a partaker

in it, and unworthy of the sacred garb

which covers such criminal indifference—

-

and the Layman, who, against his better

judgment, even passively assents to the

libel, is a traitor to his country—and possi-

bly to his own soul ! We must no longer

plead ignorance. The record of History

belies the plea. The trumpet of alarm has

been sounded by good and distinguished

characters in and out of the Church—the

Dissenters are no longer blind to their spi-

ritual and temporal interests being at stake

in our present decision.

In former years the Roman Catholics

knocked humbly at the legislative gate to

make known their sol'citations. They now

thunder at the portal and demand entrance

into their own. The Protestants have con-

ceded much, indeed too much for their

quiet, but they have still something left

worthy to be retained. The chain of the
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iion is lengthened and he stalks about in

the majesty of power, even yet restrained.

Lioose hiin from his trammels, little incon-

venient as they may be, and then vain will

be your endeavours to escape his devouring

rage, increased by long confinement
;
you

vdll become the victim to his unrelenting

fury and will fidl un pitied and undeseiTing

of pity.

The Almighty, I am con\nnced, suf-

fers us to undergo various trials and priva-

tions, in just punishment for our manifold

sins and wickedness ; but I also have a

Christian Faith, that he will not suffer his

own to be utterly destroyed— therefore

whatever appearances may seem to over-

whelm or even to subdue us, I shall still,

however fallen, with confidence in my Sa^

viour, exclaim " rejoice not against me or

tnine enemy when I fall, I shall arise." The

Romish Bishop Wahnsley (see " Strong

ileasons for rejecting the Catholic Claims,*')

c
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has explained the Revelations of St. John so

as to predict the Establishment of Popery on

the Ruins of Protestantism, in fourteen years

from this time, 1812. Now without pre-

suming to fix the precise period, I read that

Prophecy in a diametrically opposite sense,

as foretelling the downfall of Popery;

but I wish to call the attention of my

Protestant Brethren to a few facts, which

Roman Catholics use, on this particular

occasion very much against us—may they

turn the hearts of those who are in error.

An old author says,

Quis Deusvult perdereprius dementat.—
God infatuates to his destruction the victim

whom he has resolved to destroy ;—which

might not unreasonably be applied to the

almost miraculous infatuation of many

distinguished professors of Protestantism.

We are told that most of the Princes

are friendly to Catholic Emancipation—we

know that many of our eminent Peers and
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Commoners advocate the cause of Popery,

and that an English Bishop has identified

himself with their very councils, in Ireland

;

while others, and those of no mean

SPIRITUAL and temporal rank, will even

indulge so low and pitiful a revenge, as to

transmit inclosures and letters to my Anti-

Catholic Publisher, solely to iritate and put

him to the cost of postage. These facts cer-

tainly bear a near resemblance to that kind

of infatuation to which the Latin author

alludes—^yet I believe, that, for the most

part these mistaken retainers of a bad

cause, consider it merely as a party ques-

tion by which they may turn out the ad-

ministration and fill their places themselves,

and perhaps, alas ! they may think religion

altogether a question of State policy ;—at

any rate this is the most charitable con^

struction of their intentions.

The author of *' Hints to all Classes''^

well observes, that '^ this country will

c 2
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never be actually ruined, unless the middle

class of society is annihilated ; and while

that is not the case, I feel assured that

this class will, on any great emergency,

which really calls forth the energies of

the people, furnish virtue and ability suf-

ficient to rescue the country from every

impending danger."

That " appoined time " is now ap-

proaching, and may it be '^ the day of

OUT Salvation ;" therefore to the middle

class I earnestly address myself, on the

inost important question which has ever

been agitated since the blessed Reforma-

tion. They will find able conductors who

combine the highest rank with the first

ability—Bishops and Peers who have not

consented to deny their God have already

unfurled those standards, round which we

are to rally in the hour of battle ; confident

in the goodness of our cause, and that the

Almighty will not desert his servants who

put their whole trust in him.
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I h^ve yet a few words to add for the

serious consideration of the Royal Family.

1 am too humble to go to Court, there*?

fore \that I am told concerning it, is from

common report, which is often a com^

mon liar, and which I hope may be so, in

the present case. I have heard and read,

that some of our Princes declared them-

selves favoidable to the demands of the

Roman Catholics ! To me, who live far

retired from Princely Mansions, this seems

incompatible with reason, and utterly in-

consistent with the circumstances in which

our beloved Sovereign's children stand.

To my simple understanding it seems that,

if this report be well founded, they must

have been made the dupes of designing

traitors, one of whose objects is to intro-

duce a new Succession and set the Protes-

tant Line aside : for I cannot conceal, how-

ever uncourticr like I may be in disclosing

the unpleasant truth, that^ if the Roman
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Catholics are admitted to their desired par-

ticipation of privileges, a Pretender may

jy}pear and set up his right to the British

Crown on the plea of being nearer in succes-

sion than the reigning family,—and no long*

er excluded by his professing the Tenets

of the Roman Church. This may be im^

probable at the present moment ; but is it

impossible ? Will it even be improbable

when the Romish Church, ever grasping

and inordinately ambitious, acquires new

vigour and full power in this kingdom ?

In short, by admitting the Catholic Claims,

I foresee civil war making rapid strides in

Ireland, whence it would very soon be im-

parted to Great Britain. Against the Pro-

testants being a willing party to it—against

so flagrant, so weak, and so impious an act

of political, civil and religious suicide, I

i\n}s solemnly appeal. S, C,
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